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Part A: The Background to OLEP 

The Australian Foundation for Fostering Learning in the Philippines (AFFLIP) began its 

life early in 2012, with the aim of working with Filipino educators to advance education 

in the Philippines. After discussions with the Department of Education, AFFLIP decided 

to concentrate its efforts in Mindanao, one of the poorest areas of the Philippines, and 

specifically with a group of 15 elementary schools located in the Talomo District on 

the southern edge of Davao City. 

In its first two years, AFFLIP focused on supporting in-classroom learning through the 

provision of learning resources, professional development programs in literacy 

teaching, and linking the fifteen schools to South Australian primary schools to 

promote intercultural learning. In addition, AFFLIP targeted support for the poorest 

and most at risk students at the 15 schools through a scholarship program, and assisted 

with the establishment and/or maintenance of school vegetable gardens and 

aquaculture ponds designed to contribute to feeding programs for severely 

undernourished students.  

As its work progressed, the difficulties for teachers working with large classes of up to 

60 students in small classrooms became apparent. It is a real barrier to teaching in 

other than very didactic ways, making it difficult for group work and inquiry based 

teaching. AFFLIP began to talk with the Talomo District educators about the 

possibilities for seeing the outdoor areas of the school grounds, including the 

vegetable gardens and ponds, as places where learning can also occur. 

Then, in June 2014 AFFLIP was approached by the Harris family with an offer to 

contribute money towards a project which would recognise the life of Di Harris. Di was 

a respected and much-loved South Australian with a passion for education and a 

strong commitment to social justice. She had just started to become interested in the 

work of AFFLIP when in March 2014 she was diagnosed with a terminal illness and 

tragically died just six months later. 

Di Harris 

Alan Reid (then AFFLIP Chair) and Lyn Wilkinson 

met with Di’s husband John Harris and his 

brother Bob Harris to discuss the generous offer. 

During the discussion, it was agreed that we 

should direct the money towards a new AFFLIP 
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program focusing on learning in and through the outdoor environment. The Harris 

family liked the idea and agreed to establish a fund in Di’s name and seek to attract 

additional money for the project from family and friends of the Harris family. After 

obtaining enthusiastic agreement from the Talomo District educators about the new 

portfolio, Alan Reid took the proposal to the AFFLIP Board which gave it whole-hearted 

endorsement. 

By late 2014, the Di Harris Memorial Fund had been formally established, and a new 

AFFLIP portfolio – Learning Through the Outdoor Environment - comprising Board 

Members Pat Maloney and Alan Reid was created. The purpose of the portfolio was 

to focus on the concept of using the outdoor environment to enhance student 

learning through the formal and informal curriculum. Thus, it would involve Australian 

and Filipino educators and students working together to explore and then design: 

• outdoor spaces using natural materials and spaces, to foster learning through 

play;  

• teaching materials and resources for mainstream subjects which use the 

outdoor environment (e.g. vegetable gardens, aquaculture) as the starting 

point for learning in subjects such as science and maths; 

• approaches to enhancing the outdoor physical environment of the school 

and its capacity to foster learning (e.g. quiet areas for contemplation, areas 

for games and social interaction). 

 It was agreed that the project would start with a single school being used as a pilot. 

This would allow us to learn about the problems and possibilities of the approach 

before expanding it to other schools. The project would be developed through six 

stages – establishment, reconnaissance, planning and design, implementation, 

evaluation, and expansion.  

The Outdoor Learning Environment Project (OLEP) was ready to begin! 

Part B: The Six Stages of OLEP at Bonifacio Elementary School 

The Establishment Stage 

This stage involved setting up the structures for the project. In February 2015, during 

AFFLIP’s annual evaluation visit to Davao, the delegation members learned from the 

then District Supervisor Marilou Mendoza that Bonifacio Elementary School had been 

selected as the OLEP pilot school. The delegation presented an initial briefing about 
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the project to the District Supervisor and the Talomo District Principals; and also met 

with the Principal of Bonifacio ES, Ronald Mangmang, and two Bonifacio staff.  

During these meetings, the purpose and goals of the project were discussed in depth, 

and materials from South Australian schools (particularly from West Lakes Shore PS) 

were disseminated. These described the principles, processes, strategies and timelines 

each school had used for developing its outdoor learning environment. Also discussed 

was a possible visit to Adelaide by Bonifacio ES staff, and a plan to form a partnership 

with the University of Southeastern Philippines (USEP) to provide local expert assistance 

to OLEP. 

The Outdoor Learning Education Project was launched at a General PTA meeting of 

Bonifacio ES on March 20, 2015. The meeting was also attended by the Barangay 

Council Chairperson, who pledged his interest and support for the project. By June, a 

Steering Committee for the project comprising staff, parents and students of Bonifacio 

ES, as well as USEP and the Barangay Council, was formed. There was a great deal of 

excitement at the school. 
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Meeting of the Bonifacio school community to announce the OLEP project 

The Reconnaissance Stage 

This stage involved gathering as much information as possible from research and 

practice about the ways in which schools in Australia, the Philippines and elsewhere 

in the world are using their outdoor environments to enhance learning. The 

reconnaissance involved members of the AFFLIP portfolio, and educators from the 

Talomo District. 

In July 2015 in Adelaide, AFFLIP Board members Caroline Green, Alan Reid and Lyn 

Wilkinson attended a one day conference on outdoor learning addressed by a 

number of international experts. The information gathered from the day was 

forwarded to the Bonifacio Steering Committee. In addition, Pat Maloney and Alan 

Reid organised a two-hour meeting comprising ten expert educators in outdoor 

learning based in South Australia. It was a particularly illuminating discussion, and 

contributed significantly to shaping the ways in which we thought about the project. 

Over at Bonifacio ES a lot was happening. The OLEP management group agreed to 

engage in some detailed data gathering describing the ways in which the outdoor 

areas of the school were used by students in a single week. This provided some base 
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line data against which the outcomes of the project could be assessed. In June and 

July 2015, the Steering Committee also engaged in some preliminary discussions with 

staff and students about what they would like to see introduced in the school’s 

outdoor environment, and what they saw as the possible issues associated with this 

development. 

The most significant event during the reconnaissance stage involved bringing three 

educators from Bonifacio ES to South Australia to investigate the ways in which schools 

here are designing and implementing approaches to outdoor learning environments. 

In Adelaide, Alan Reid and Pat Maloney met with staff from Nature Play SA1 and, on 

the basis of that discussion, planned out a draft programme which had two key 

elements (a) exploring the theory and practice informing nature play; and (b) touring 

schools in Adelaide which are at the cutting edge of developments in using their 

outdoor school environments for learning.  

Back in Bonifacio ES, three people - Bonifacio Principal, Ronald Mangmang, and two 

of his staff, Nenita Caro and Romeo Sollano - were selected to undertake the trip to 

South Australia from October 24 – November 4, 2015; and the arduous process of 

obtaining passports and visas, booking flights, and obtaining Philippines Department 

of Education approvals, was commenced. This was the first-time educators from 

Talomo District had been to South Australia, and in many ways the trip paved the way 

for the subsequent trips involving AFFLIP’s Schools’ Network portfolio. The cost of the 

trip was met from the Di Harris Memorial Fund. 

The visitors were billeted by AFFLIP Board members and welcomed at a special 

function at the Edinburgh Hotel. During their stay, they visited eleven schools and 

preschools which are doing exciting things with their outdoor learning environments 

including nature play, the use of natural materials to create spaces for social 

interaction, quiet reflection, adventure play and sport. They participated in two 

workshops with staff from Nature Play SA. In the first workshop, they discussed the 

philosophy of nature play and ideas for designing outdoor learning environments; and 

in the second workshop staff from Nature Play SA guided the visitors through an 

evaluation of the trip, and responded to questions and consolidated their learning. 

There was also a little time for relaxation with Ronald, Romeo and Nenita enjoying 

                                                           
1 Nature Play SA provided expert advice at a number of stages of the project, and we thank them for their 
commitment and expertise. They were integral to the ultimate success of the project. 
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South Australian hospitality during a tour of the Clare Valley and visits to some wineries. 

The trip itinerary is attached as Appendix 1. 

The three visitors felt that the experience of visiting Adelaide was, to use their words – 

‘life changing’. The people they met and what they learned has made a significant 

contribution to OLEP at Bonifacio ES. In particular, the trip crystallised the rationale for, 

and the benefits of, using the outdoor school environment to promote learning. Some 

lessons learned included: 

• That using the outdoor school environment in creative ways can not only 

promote learning in all of the formal learning areas; it also is important to the 

development of social skills; and can lead to improvement in behaviour and 

attendance;  

• That properly designed areas are varied and include opportunities for 

kinaesthetic activity such as balancing, climbing, running, hiding and 

jumping; cognitive activity such as learning about the natural world, problem 

solving, planning, mapping etc; social activity including group play; individual 

quiet reflection; fantasy and imagination; sensory activity which stimulates all 

the senses; and so on. 

• That the design should capture stories and elements that are unique to the 

school site, the local area and the history, culture and values of the school; 

• That in the planning process it is critical to l isten to children’s voices in order to 

gain their perspectives on their world, their interests and how they like to play; 

• That creating a natural play space for free and unstructured play involves 

providing things to climb, gardens to grow, something to swing on, spaces for 

creative activity, open ended materials and loose parts, secret places; mud 

and water. 

With these and other insights from the trip, when Ronald, Nenita and Romeo arrived 

back in Davao Bonifacio ES was ready to move into the planning and design stage 

of OLEP. 
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Nenita Caro, Romeo Sollano and Ronald Mangmang 

The Planning and Design Stage 

Once back in Davao City, Nenita, Ronald and Romeo used their new learning to 

conduct a number of activities with school stakeholders, including workshops with 

teachers, parents and students. During these debriefing sessions, they utilised some of 

the activities they witnessed in SA along with others of a local nature. Ronald 

Mangmang estimates that nearly 300 parents were consulted during this period. 

Importantly, student voice was prominent during the planning process, and students 

from all year levels at Bonifacio were engaged in activities and games designed to 

elicit preferences and ideas for outdoor areas. The importance of this extensive 

process of school and community engagement and consultation cannot be 

underestimated, and played a huge part in the ultimate success of OLEP.  
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Teachers engage in planning and design activities 
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OLEP orientation for Parents 

 

Students involved in collaborative planning 
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By the end of the 2015/2016 school year, the final design plan, including an 

enumeration of the principles of outdoor learning upon which it was based, was 

completed and costed. The plan is attached as Appendix 2. The plan included the 

following: 

• A pyramid ladder 

• A sand pit with boulders, fine sand and wooden bridges 

• Tunnel and overpass 

• A log adventure area 

• Manipulatives (movable play equipment, mud kitchen etc.) 

• A large globe 

It should be noted that a key feature of the plan was a determination to use natural 

materials and resources from the local area, and to engage, as much as possible, the 

volunteer labour of parents and local community members. A rationale and 

description for each of these structures, as described in the plan, is attached as 

Appendix 3.  

The plan was sent to the AFFLIP Board which reviewed it, and authorised the next 

tranche of money from the Di Harris Memorial Fund to be allocated for the purchase 

of equipment, materials and labour. The stage was now set to implement the plan. 

The Implementation Stage 

Once the design plan and costings had been approved, work began on installing the 

structures described above. AFFLIP contributed 99,000 pesos (about $2700), sponsors 

20,000 pesos ($540), and the PTA 15000 pesos ($420) towards the cost of construction. 

Costs were allayed through the use of volunteer parent and community labour; and 

through the donation of some materials from local businesses. There was a community 

service weekend in August 2016 where a lot of the work was done.  

 

 

 

 

The pictures below show some of the activity involving parents, community 

members, teachers and students during OLEP working bees. 
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As each structure was completed, students began using it. Teachers observed and 

recorded the amount and type of use of students at each of the grade levels; and a 

photo and video record was also established and maintained. All of this activity was 

overseen by the Bonifacio OLEP Steering Committee. The implementation was 

completed by the end of the 2016/17 school year.  
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Pictures of some of the OLEP structures below : (a) tunnel and overpass; (b) the 

globe; (c) log adventure area; (d)a teacher’s diary record of developments with 

pictures of students using the pyramid ladder and swings; (e) pyramid ladder; and (f) 

shed for manipulatives. 
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The Board had planned that our loved Board member John Harris (Di’s husband) 

would be a member of the annual AFFLIP delegation to Davao City in February 2017. 

This meant that he would not only be able to view the finished project and the 

students enjoying the structures, but also formally open the area. John tragically died 

in November 2016 

before he was able to 

go on the trip. His loss is 

deeply felt by AFFLIP, 

but we are at least 

comforted by the fact 

that John knew that the 

project had come to 

fruition, and that he had 

enjoyed the pictures 

sent back from 

Bonifacio ES of the 

students using the new 

areas. Following John’s 

death, the Board has 

decided to rename the 

fund associated with 

OLEP as the Di and John Harris Memorial Fund. 

John Harris 

 

The Evaluation Stage 

After the design had been implemented and the structures were in regular use, the 

AFFLIP Board’s OLEP portfolio felt that it was timely to conduct a review/evaluation in 

order to capture some of the broad themes and lessons learned so far. In the spirit of 

the whole OLEP project, the evaluation was a collaborative exercise shared between 

educators at Bonifacio, led by Ronald Mangmang, and OLEP coordinators Alan Reid 
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and Pat Maloney. This included agreement about the focus of the evaluation, the 

nature of the data gathered and the methods used to gather them.   

What was the purpose of the evaluation?  

It was agreed that the purpose of the evaluation was to assess the processes, use and 

outcomes of the OLEP at Bonifacio ES in order to contribute to a report (this report) 

covering the rationale, processes, implementation, and outcomes of the project. In 

particular the report will be used to inform further developments of the outdoor 

learning project environment at Bonifacio ES (e.g., changes, modifications, additions); 

provide guidance for other Talomo District schools wanting to develop their outdoor 

learning environments; and inform the Philippines DepEd about the benefits of and 

possibilities for other schools in the Philippines of developing their outdoor learning 

environments. 

What aspects of OLEP were explored? 

The evaluation involved gathering data about (a) the processes used to engage the 

school community in designing and implementing the program; (b) the use by 

students of what was developed in the outdoor learning environment; (c) the effect 

of the new outdoor learning environment on learning and relationships; (d) 

developments for the future that might be changed or added; (e) 

problems/difficulties encountered along the way; and (f) advice for other schools. 

What data was gathered? 

The evaluation drew on four main sources of data: 

• All the information written by Ronald and his staff about the project. This 

included two detailed reports submitted, staff diaries and reflective journals 

(such as one kept by Nenita), and any correspondence. We also collected 

written material from the South Australian end of the project; 

• Questionnaire responses by participants (parents, students, teachers and 

community members) in the project at Bonifacio ES (see Appendix 4 for the 

questionnaires used); 

• Statistical data on the before and after use of the outdoor areas at Bonifacio;  

• Photographic records before, during and after the project. 
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How was the data gathered? 

Most of the data from the project was readily available: viz., two detailed reports 

submitted by Ronald; many photographs; and statistical data collected by Romeo 

and Nenita on the before/during/after use of the new outdoor areas. Ronald 

supervised the completion of questionnaires for parent, teacher community and 

student groups. These were scanned and sent to Pat and Alan along with the other 

data collected. 

Some of the insights from the evaluation are described in Part C. 

The Extension Stage 

The OLEP pilot study at Bonifacio ES has been an outstanding success.  But it is the 

beginning not the end of this ground-breaking approach to learning in areas that are 

hampered by small classrooms and a lack of resources. The OLEP portfolio group will 

continue to work on: 

• Refining the existing structures and supporting further developments in the 

outdoor environment at Bonifacio ES; 

• Taking the lessons learned from the Bonifacio ES OLEP pilot to other schools in 

the Talomo District; 

• Informing the Philippines Department of Education about the purpose, 

processes and successes of the pilot project with a view to the Department 

introducing and funding OLEP in schools in other parts of the Philippines; 

• Using this report and the success of the project as the basis of an application 

for funds to support further work in this area in Talomo District. 
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Part C: Summary of Feedback from Staff, Students, Parents and Community 

Members 

In this section, we summarise the feedback obtained from the questionnaires (see 

Appendix 3) completed by a representative sample of staff, students and parent and 

community members. 

Staff 

Thirteen staff completed the questionnaires - twelve females and one male. Four staff 

taught Year 6, two Year 5, three Year 4, two Year 3 and one Year 2. 

All staff reported that they were involved in the orientation activities and planning for 

OLEP through seminars and workshops; and in the design process through Year Level 

workshops.  

There were some common views about the benefits of OLEP. All staff said that OLEP 

resources were widely used by students during break times. This is confirmed by the 

data compiled by the Steering Committee on student use of the equipment, and is in 

stark contrast to the pre-OLEP data which indicated a very low level of use of outdoor 

areas during both teaching and non-teaching time.  

There were some common views about the benefits of OLEP. All staff said OLEP has 

the potential to develop among students: friendships and camaraderie; self-

confidence; leadership skills; creativity; and motor skills and physical capabilities. One 

suggested that OLEP helped reduce absenteeism.  

Nine teachers said they were using OLEP resources as part of their formal teaching 

programme. Areas in which the OLEP is used include Social Studies 

(latitude/longitude), English (prepositions), Maths (perimeter, volume, solid figures), 

Environment (Ecosystems), Science (classifications) and Physical Education. Four 

teachers said they were not yet using the OLEP in their formal teaching as they could 

not find the relevance in the curricula. 

Difficulties and challenges included some students monopolizing the OLEP areas. A 

number of respondents mentioned the risk of student misbehaviour in the area and 

also had concerns about safety; and a majority said that areas become wet and 
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flooded on wet days, especially the area in front of the flag poles. Teachers 

mentioned the difficulties of keeping student attention when the students were 

outdoors. 

Teachers suggested a number of changes or improvements to the OLEP. Half of 

respondents suggested making the structures more colourful and attractive in 

appearance; and seven claimed that bigger, bolder and more permanent signage, 

particularly with safety messages, was imperative. Common suggestions also included 

more earth-fill in the logs area, hardy grass on the tunnel and overpass, and more 

materials. One suggested the need for a fencing enclosure. Six teachers wanted an 

increased awareness of the importance of daily exercise, further appreciation of 

health and safety and a more systematic use of the areas.  

When asked to provide ‘other comments’ teachers again emphasised the need for 

attention to safety, the need to keep the area clean, attractive and with more colour 

and better signage. Also mentioned was the need for more areas for Kindergarten- 

Grade 2, the need to replenish the sand pit, and a small room near the sand pit to be 

used as a play house. One mentioned the need for greater involvement of 

stakeholders (parents) to help with maintenance of the areas, and to reinforce the 

purpose of OLEP. 

Students 

Fifteen students completed the questionnaire: nine female and six male. This included 

six Year 6, six Year 5, and three Year 4 students. 

All students said they were involved in the planning stages of OLEP and that their ideas 

were listened to. A minority said they were also involved in the implementation 

(construction) of OLEP. 

Students were asked their favourite OLEP activities, and those mentioned included the 

Globe, Monkey bars, tunnel/overpass, adventure logs, Pyramid ladder, and sand pit. 

They were also asked their least favourite OLEP activities and individual responses 

included the tunnel (injured while climbing), pyramid (fear of being hurt), and sand 

pit (dirty). 
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All students said the OLEP made schooling more enjoyable and fun. Advantages 

mentioned were fun, exercise, use of imagination, the chance to play more and the 

opportunity for learning. 

Students were asked what further developments of OLEP they would like to see. Five 

mentioned a “path walk”, and another five a mini-zoo. Also suggested were a slide, 

a fish pond, a swing, a see-saw, a basketball court and a trampoline. Some students 

made mention of the need to keep the area clean and well sign posted with 

instructions; and some wanted more time in the area. 

When asked for further comment, all expressed the wish to visit Australia! Further 

mention was made of the need for a clean and orderly area and the wish for more 

facilities. 

Parents and Community Members 

Fourteen parents completed the questionnaire, ten as parents and a further four 

designated as members of the school community. All were actively involved in the 

school. One was a parent of a Year 5 student, six of Year 4, three Year 1. 

All parents but one (who was new to the school) said they were involved in the design 

process of OLEP through a series of meetings. As well as involvement in orientation 

and planning, several were involved in the implementation. Indeed, four respondents 

associated OLEP with “bayanihan” – the importance of community spirit, cooperation 

and a common goal. 

All were aware of their own children using the equipment and were happy that 

students were enjoying the experience. Parents particularly liked the fine motor 

processes used with OLEP and were interested in OLEP as a unique form of learning.  

Parents had some concerns. Six mentioned the difficulties presented by flooding in 

some areas, especially in front of the flag pole; and four said the area did not look 

attractive. One suggested the need for a fence around the area. 

Common changes suggested included erecting fencing, putting Bermuda grass in 

front of the flag pole, and making the equipment more colourful. Two respondents 

were concerned about the safety of the pyramid ladder, and two wanted the globe 

covered with a shed to allow use in wet weather. 
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In their further comments, one parent mentioned that OLEP was a great help in 

teaching about the environment. Others made suggestions about improvements 

including paving a path walk (3); the possible need for fencing to prevent destruction 

from outsiders (2); and the importance of emphasising the importance of OLEP in 

learning (1). 

Conclusion 

There is no pretence that these responses represent a majority view or are scientifically 

accurate. It is a small group of the total school population who provided some 

subjective responses to questions. However, when triangulated with (a) impressions 

gained by Board members during the annual AFFLIP evaluation trips to Talomo District, 

and specifically to Bonifacio ES; (b) the data gathered by Bonifacio staff before, 

during and after the project; and (c) the diaries and written reports of Bonifacio staff 

between 2015-2017, it is clear that the questionnaire responses reflect the general 

thoughts and feelings of the school community. 

Part D: Some Thoughts and Recommendations 

From the information gathered so far, it is apparent that OLEP has had a significant 

effect on learning at Bonifacio. Ronald Mangmang used the statistical data 

accumulated to report that school attendance has improved and student 

engagement with their learning has increased. Of course, it cannot be claimed that 

there is a direct correlation between these improvements and OLEP, but it is clear that 

OLEP has been a contributing factor. Obviously, research would be needed to 

confirm these hunches. However, the evaluation has revealed a number of very 

positive outcomes from OLEP, as well as some areas that need to be addressed.  

Using all of the material mentioned in the previous section, we have arrived at some 

general recommendations relating to OLEP at Bonifacio specifically, and OLEP more 

generally. 

 

Recommendations for Bonifacio Elementary School 
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1. That the school develop a Phase 2 design for its outdoor learning environment 

which supplements what has already been established, and uses the same 

principles and processes as were used in the first phase. 

2. That the Bonifacio OLEP Steering Committee give consideration to ways to 

make the OLEP areas attractive, colourful, inviting and clean. 

3. That school staff, in association with the AFFLIP OLEP portfolio, discuss 

strategies to address student misbehaviour in the OLEP areas, including the 

development of explicit rules of use for students. 

4. That the Bonifacio OLEP Steering Committee, and the AFFLIP OLEP portfolio, 

discuss Issues of student safety (including appropriate signage) and develop 

strategies designed to address these.  

5. That the Bonifacio OLEP Steering Committee, and the AFFLIP OLEP portfolio, 

develop professional development programs, and relevant resources, which 

encourage teachers to use the outdoor environment to supplement learning 

in the formal curriculum. 

6. That teachers at Bonifacio ES share ways in which they are using the OLEP 

areas as part of their formal teaching. 

7. That the OLEP Steering committee continue to keep parents informed about 

the educational and physical benefits of the OLEP areas. 

8. That the school give consideration to developing better drainage systems in 

areas which flood, and to paving these areas. 

9. That the OLEP Steering Committee consider the advantages and 

disadvantages of fencing, and develop a storage facility which addresses 

the issue of property damage without compromising the benefits of OLEP.  

Recommendations for the OLEP Technical Working Group 

Five additional Talomo District schools (Bago, A. Mabini, Jose Bastida, Leon Garcia 

and Catalunan Grande) have expressed an interest in developing their outdoor areas 

for learning purposes, and others may follow. The District has established an OLEP 

Technical Working Group chaired by Ronald Mangmang, Principal of Bonifacio. We 

believe that it is important for the schools involved to carefully examine the purposes, 

principles, processes and strategies employed in the Bonifacio pilot program. In 

particular, we believe that the planning process should engage the school 

community, and relate to the specific context of each school.  
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10. That the OLEP TWG and the OLEP AFFLIP portfolio use this report and other 

relevant material to develop a guide to establishing an OLEP area. This should 

emphasise the benefits of school community involvement in the design of the 

area. 

11. That those schools which want AFFLIP financial assistance to establish an OLEP 

area should develop and cost a design plan which involves the school 

community. The plan should be presented to the AFFLIP Board (via the OLEP 

portfolio) for approval. 

12. That the OLEP TWG continue to investigate the ways in which USEP staff might 

be used to assist with the development and maintenance of, and research 

into, OLEP programs in Talomo District. 

Recommendations for AFFLIP 

To date, AFFLIPs contribution to the vegetable gardens and aquaculture ponds at 

each school in the Talomo District has been located with the Health and Nutrition 

portfolio. We believe that this is better placed in the OLEP portfolio, particularly if the 

intention is to encourage teachers to use these resources for teaching a range of 

subjects. At the same time, this would allow the Health and Nutrition portfolio to focus 

on specifically health related issues (eg dental health). 

13. That the organisation and administration of activities related to the vegetable 

gardens and the aquaculture ponds move from the Health and Nutrition 

portfolio to the OLEP portfolio. 

14. That the OLEP portfolio work with the OLEP TWG to develop professional 

development programs and teaching and learning resources which 

encourage the use the outdoor environment of the school as an important 

venue for teaching and learning in a range of subject areas. It is 

recommended that the groups start this process with one subject (eg maths) 

as a pilot and research the process and outcomes.  

 

Conclusion 

We want to thank Ronald Mangmang, his teachers and the Bonifacio school 

community for the enthusiastic way in which they have embraced the OLEP. They 
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have been engaged at every step along the way, and often were prepared to do 

things which went far beyond the requests that were made of them. We hope that 

the positive learning outcomes that have been achieved have repaid their efforts in 

some small way.  

It is clear that the project has sparked a lot of interest in the Talomo District and we 

are thrilled that Ronald is prepared to Chair the OLEP Technical Working Group, and 

to share the expertise he has gained from the project at Bonifacio with other schools 

in the Talomo District. We look forward to working with these schools as the ideas and 

approaches developed at Bonifacio are used to inform developments elsewhere.  

Finally, on behalf of the AFFLIP community in Australia and Davao City, we want to 

thank the Harris family for their generous support of OLEP. We believe that the project 

has honoured the memory of two wonderful people and educators – Di and John 

Harris – and we know that the contribution that the Di and John Harris Memorial Fund 

has made will continue to contribute to the education of young people in the 

Philippines for many years to come. 

Alan Reid and Pat Maloney 
December 2017 
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APPENDIX 1: 

Visit to South Australia, by three members of the A. Bonifacio Elementary School 

Outdoor Learning Environment Project Committee, from October 25 – November 4, 

2015 

A. Bonifacio Elementary School Visit Program 25 October – 4 November 2015 

Guests:   Ronald Mangmang, Nenita Caro and Romeo Sollano 

Sunday 25 October  

2.20 pm Party arrives Adelaide Airport, Virgin VA416 Terminal. Met by AFFLIP hosts 

5.30–7.00 pm  Reception - Edinburgh Hotel 

Monday 26 October 

9.30 -11.30 am Briefing, Nature Play SA 

1.15 - 3.00 pm Seacliff PS 

Tuesday 27 October  

10.00am -12.00 noon Parkside PS 

1.30 pm Galilee PS  

Wednesday 28 October  9.00 am (leave Adelaide) 

10.30am-12.30 Goolwa Community Space 

1.30 pm Flaxmill PS 

Thursday 29 October   

9.00 am Lobethal Community Kindergarten 

1.30 pm Upper Sturt PS 

Friday October 30   

10.00 am Wandana Pre-School 

pm 

 

Nature Play SA Monitoring Meeting:  What have we learnt so far? (exact 

time to be agreed at meeting on 26/10/15) 

Saturday 31 October 

Sunday 1 November 

Free time: individual and group activities to be negotiated 

 

Monday 2 November  

9.15 am Trinity Gardens PS; 

1.30 pm Flinders Park PS 

Tuesday 3 November   

9.30 am West Lakes PS 

2.00 pm Meeting at University of South Australia with Philippines Consul-General 

Mark McBriarty and the newly appointed Philippines Ambassador  

Wednesday 4 November  6.00 am Party Leaves Terminal 1, Virgin 
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APPENDIX 2:  

Bonifacio’s OLEP Design Plan 
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APPENDIX 3:  

A description of the structures and the rationale for each, as described in the Bonifacio 

design plan 

A pyramid ladder 

Rationale: 

It has been observed that students in the intermediate or even in the primary level 

love to climb on the roof and trees which is dangerous. The ladder might be helpful 

to gain skills that would develop their physical attributes conquering their fears and 

insecurities. This can lead to widen one’s potential in enhancing and making it more 

beneficial as they go further. This facility will be placed in an open area where students 

can freely climb, jump and take a risk for learning. 

Materials needed:   2x4x6 lumber, nuts and bolts, wood chips, cement 

A sand pit with boulders, fine sand and wooden bridges 

Rationale: 

The space can be useful in playing like Number games (mathematical strategy where 

children use stones in identifying odd or even numbers, prime or composite numbers). 

It also helps children to discover the property of stones/rocks in Science and even 

writing a composition in English subjects considering the things that they can see by 

exploring their imaginations. A central sandy area bordered by rocks/boulders. This is 

an open sandy space, may be used as gathering place for children, where there will 

be opportunities for collaboration and play.  Boulders need to be of varying heights, 

shapes and texture for clambering over, textual experiences, climbing up, sandstone 

etc. This area is suitable for all Grade levels in which school children would love to hop 

on and off in the boulders and use the sand as component to enjoy variety of skills 

they will learn in the whole area. 

Materials needed:   Boulders (different sizes), rocks, fine sand and wooden bridges. 

Tunnel and overpass. 

Rationale: 

Children love to explore. They love to pass through the tunnels and climb up the hills. 

Most of the children wanted to expose themselves in adventurous places and some 
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areas that create excitement and satisfaction in themselves. A place where the 

children can go in, out, over, under, lower around and through especially with the 

Kindergarten pupils.  A grassy hill with a tunnel for crawling and hill for sliding. It 

provides safe interesting science inquiry place, imagination and fun. 

This area will be placed beside the school gym where pupils in primary can easily 

access for exploration. 

Materials needed:   Boulders (big & small), culvert (big), wood chips, mountain mix, 

pebbles. 

A log adventure area 

Rationale: 

Large logs down can be used for seating specially when children needed to do some  

planning or doing group study. Logs vary in size which can be used for jumping, 

balancing and hopping from one place to another that motivates great learning 

experience in the part of the kids. Rotten logs on the other side can be used for 

investigating, discovering changes, finding its circumference and many more things 

need to be discovered in the area of learning. This will be placed in an open area 

suitable for all ages.  

Materials needed:   wood chips, timber or logs and cement. 

Manipulatives (movable play equipment, mud kitchen etc) 

Rationale: 

The children will be doing physical games and activities outside the classroom. This 

activity involve a lot moving and the hyper activeness of children can be addressed 

by using something interesting. The learning for expecting things to likely happen on 

the probabilities in the games they played enhances children capabilities to choose 

the best decision in their lives. It also generates a lot of values they will be learning in 

themselves to become responsible, accountable and acceptance to whatever result 

that would happen in the future. 

Materials needed:   wood chips, timber or logs and cement. 
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APPENDIX 4:  

Questionnaires used in the evaluation of the Outdoor Learning Environment Project at 

Bonifacio Elementary School 

Student Questionnaire  

A number of structures have been added to the outdoor spaces at Bonifacio E.S. over 

the past two years through the outdoor learning environment project (OLEP). This 

questionnaire is hoping to get some information from you about the design of the new 

areas, how you use the new structures and what you think about them.  You can write 

in the spaces below the questions. If you need to go over the page, make sure you 

tell us which question you are answering. 

For each question, write in the space below it: 

1. What is your: 

- age 

- sex  

- year level 

 

2. Were you involved in coming up with ideas for the outdoor learning 

environment project? If so, describe what happened? Did you enjoy it, and 

were some of your ideas included in the final design? 

 

3. Do you use any of the new outdoor areas? Write a short description of how 

you use them and tell us how you feel about them – for example you might 

tell us what is your favourite and least favourite area and why. 

 

4. Do you think the new outdoor areas have made school more enjoyable, or 

haven’t things changed much at all? 

 

5. What other structures or activities would you like to see in the outdoor areas of 

Bonifacio?   

 

6. Please make any other comments about the OLEP that you would like us to 

know. 
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Staff Questionnaire 

A number of structures have been added to the outdoor spaces at Bonifacio E.S. over 

the past two years through the outdoor learning environment project (OLEP). This 

questionnaire is hoping to get some information from you about the design of the new 

areas, how your students use the new structures and what you think about them. 

You can write in the spaces below the questions. If you need to go over the page, 

make sure you tell us which question you are answering. 

For each question, write in the space below it: 

1. What is your: 

- sex 

- role in the school 

- teaching year level 

 

2. Were you involved in the design process of the OLEP? If so, describe what 

happened, and what you thought about the process 

 

3. What is your impression about the new outdoor learning areas? Are students 

using them in their break times? If so, can you make any comments about if 

you think it has benefitted student relationships, student learning etc? 

 

4. Do you use any of the new structures in your formal learning program during 

lesson time? If so, how? If not, why not? 

 

5. What are some difficulties or challenges associated with students using the 

new outdoor areas? 

 

6. What changes would you like to see to what has been developed in the 

OLEP? 

 

7. Please make any other comments about the OLEP that you would like us to 

know. 
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Parent Questionnaire 

A number of structures have been added to the outdoor spaces at Bonifacio E.S. over 

the past two years through the outdoor learning environment project (OLEP). This 

questionnaire is hoping to get some information from you about the design of the new 

areas, how your child uses the new structures and what you think about them. 

You can write in the spaces below the questions. If you need to go over the page, 

make sure you tell us which question you are answering. 

For each question, write in the space below it: 

 

1. What year level is your child in at Bonifacio ES? Please describe your 

relationship to the child, and the extent of your involvement in the school. 

 

2. Were you involved in the design process of the OLEP? If so, describe what 

happened, and what you thought about the process. 

 

3. Have you seen your child use the new outdoor areas and structures; or have 

you heard he/she mention using the new areas? If so what are your thoughts 

about what you have seen or heard? 

 

4. Are there aspects of the new outdoor areas that you particularly like and/or 

are concerned about? Please explain your answer. 

 

5. What changes or additions would you like to see to what has been 

developed in the OLEP? 

 

6. Please make any other comments about the OLEP that you would like us to 

know. 

 

 

 

 

 

Community Member Questionnaire 
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A number of structures have been added to the outdoor spaces at Bonifacio E.S. over 

the past two years through the outdoor learning environment project (OLEP). This 

questionnaire is hoping to get some information from you about the design of the new 

areas, how the new structures are used, and what you think about them. 

You can write in the spaces below the questions. If you need to go over the page, 

make sure you tell us which question you are answering. 

For each question, write in the space below it: 

 

1. What is your role in the community and what is your relationship to Bonifacio 

ES? 

 

2. Were you involved in the design process of the OLEP? If so, describe what 

happened, and what you thought about the process? 

 

3. Were you involved in the construction of part of the OLEP? If so, how did you 

come to be involved and what happened? 

 

4. Have you seen the students use the new outdoor areas? If so, what have you 

observed, and what are your thoughts about it? 

 

5. Please make any other comments about the OLEP that you would like us to 

know. 

 

 

 

 


