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Message from the Chair

Dear Roger

The past six months have been very active for AFFLIP and considerable strides
have been made in all of our programs. It is clear from the feedback we have
received from the educators in the 15 Talomo District schools, that we are
making a considerable impact on the learning of the 20,000 students in those
schools. This is reinforced at each of our annual evaluation visits, the most
recent of which was undertaken in February by Board members Ali Douglas
and Max Greenwood. They reported on the enthusiasm of the staff in all of the
schools, and the obvious support for AFFLIP and its programs by the senior
administrators in the Divisional Office.

Some highlights over the past six months have been:

Outdoor Learning Environment: From October 26 – November 5, 2016,
we hosted our first three educators from Talomo District who were here to
investigate possibilities for designing an outdoor learning environment at
the pilot school, A. Bonifacio ES. This program is funded by the Di Harris
Memorial Education fund which was established early in the year through
the work of the Harris Family to honour the memory of Di Harris. The visit
was an outstanding success for both the visitors and educators in South
Australia – and its impact is described this Newsletter. The trip has
convinced us of the importance of inquiry-focused trips by Filipino
educators investigating specific questions related to their work.
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educators investigating specific questions related to their work.

Health and Nutrition: The Health and Nutrition, and the Grants,
Sponsorships and Promotions portfolios, have been working with each of
the schools to identify specific needs and priorities in the area of health
and nutrition. In the first instance, five infrastructure projects were agreed
on, and costed. They included fencing for vegetable gardens at Bago ES;
the establishment of garden plots at Jose Bastida; a garden and feeding
program at Generoso ES; the provision of a reliable water supply at
Catalunan Grande ES; and resources to increase vegetable production at
Dona Soledad ES.  These projects have been funded through a generous
donation from Penny Gale and Tim Jackson. The next Newsletter will
describe the impact of these programs on the learning and well-being of
students.
Schools Network: The big news is that we now have all 15 Talomo District
schools "twinned" with schools in South Australia. The promise of these
arrangements is starting to be realised at a number of schools, with the
school staff in Davao and South Australia engaging in regular contact
between schools; materials exchanges; and the beginnings of some joint
curriculum work.
Scholarships: There are now 90 scholarship students (6 in each of the
Talomo District schools), the vast majority of whom are sponsored by



Talomo District schools), the vast majority of whom are sponsored by
AFFLIP members. It is a great thrill to report that all of our scholarship
students have remained in school and with many achieving advanced
learning outcomes. Scholarship renewal requests will be sent this month
to sponsors in preparation for the 2016/17 school year which commences
in June.
Professional development: Literacy:  The literacy portfolio has developed
resources to support teachers using the Big Books which have been sent
to all schools over the past two years. During the recent evaluation visit,
Max Greenwood conducted two workshops involving Literacy
Coordinators from each school, introducing teachers to the professional
development resources, and sharing ideas about the use of the Big Books
in literacy programs.

In this Newsletter we focus on A. Bonifacio Elementary school, which is one of
the 15 Talomo District schools. The idea is to give members an in-depth look at
life in the schools and to describe how AFFLIP programs play out in a specific
context. We also report on the recent Consul-General’s Gala Ball, the proceeds
from which were donated to AFFLIP.

Thanks to all members for your continuing support for AFFLIP. I hope you enjoy
this newsletter which gives a small insight into how your support is assisting
young people in an area of the world which does not have the advantages we
enjoy.
 
Professor Alan Reid
Chairperson, AFFLIP
April 2016.

INTRODUCING A. Bonifacio Elementary School

Bonifacio Elementary School has 1068 students in Years R-6. The Principal
Administrator, Ronald Mangmang, has been head of the school since January
2013. Ronald has been very active with AFFLIP, heading the Schools’ Network
in the Talomo District and having a key role in supporting the annual evaluation
visits to Davao by members of the AFFLIP Board.
The school has an active and supportive school community. It also has an



active Supreme Student Government, who are increasingly involved in
decisions relating to the school.

The school has been the beneficiary of a number of AFFLIP programs. These
include:
Health and Nutrition
The school has established an effective garden as a result of the AFFLIP
Health and Nutrition program. The garden has provided the school with direct
hands on experience for students to learn about growing and propagating
plants. The produce grown in the garden has been used in the school feeding
program; supporting students at risk with nutritious meals. Eighty parents and
members of the local community have also been involved in a ‘livelihood
program’ where they not only contribute to the upkeep of the garden, but they
also learn new skills such as how to preserve vegetables. Thanks to fish
provided by the Department of Fisheries, this has even extended to lessons on
fish filleting! This community project has been an initiative of Ronald and the
school to encourage parents to participate in the gardens’ program and school
life in general.
The garden relies heavily on rainfall and sadly, the recent drought in Mindanao
has seen the garden decimated. This has had a significant impact on the
educational program, the feeding program and the livelihood program.  It is
hoped that in the near future AFFLIP may be able to support the school with
guttering and a rainwater tank to support the gardens with reticulated water.



 Curriculum Resources
Bonifacio has a very effective reading program with their Reading Centre
established with the support of AFFLIP reading resources.
AFFLIP has provided them with many resources including reading books, Big
Books, Atlases and other reference books that support classroom programs.

Scholarships
Six Year 4, 5 and 6 students at Bonifacio ES have received an AFFLIP
scholarship. This has paid their school fees and provided them with basic
school needs such as a uniform, shoes, a school bag and school stationery.
The scholarships have supported struggling families to keep their children at
school for another year.

Outdoor Learning Environment Project (OLEP)
In 2015, Bonifacio ES was chosen to be the pilot school for the Outdoor
Learning Environment Project. The aim of this program is to develop the
outdoor learning area of the school in order to enhance student learning during
class time and in breaks. The school has made great steps in this process.
They set up a Steering Committee consisting of staff, parents and students, to
guide the process. In November 2015, Ronald, and two of his staff, Nenita Caro
and Romeo Sollano, visited South Australia.



The visitors were billeted by Board members and welcomed at a special
function. During their stay they saw a range of schools which are doing exciting
things with their outdoor learning environments including nature play, the use of
natural materials to create spaces for social interaction, quiet reflection,
adventure play and sport. They participated in two workshops with staff from
Nature Play SA where they discussed the philosophy of nature play and ideas
for designing outdoor learning environments. There was also a little time for
relaxation with Ronald, Romeo and Nenita enjoying South Australian hospitality
during a tour of the Clare Valley and visits to some wineries.

The three visitors felt that the experience of visiting Adelaide was absolutely
amazing. Their enthusiasm in talking about the trip, the people they met and
what they learned was quite inspiring. They felt the program – which was
funded by the AFFLIP ‘Di Harris Memorial Fund’ was extensive, varied and very
useful.

Back in Davao City, they discussed the trip at school level with parents, pupils
and teachers. Ronald has also briefed all Talomo administrators about the
success of the visit and feels acutely aware that they too would relish the
opportunity to visit Australia.



Following the visit, the group has conducted a number of activities with school
stakeholders, including workshops with teachers and parents. During these
debriefing sessions, they utilised some of the activities they experienced in SA
along with others of a local nature. Ronald estimates that nearly 300 parents
have been involved in a series of meetings and workshops since the project
commenced, and the feedback from them has been impressive.
The community consultation and planning process has led to plans for the
development of the following:

A massive sandpit surrounded by boulders and logs and with wooden
bridges
Tunnel and overpass made from boulders and a concrete culvert
Pyramid ladder
Adventure log playground
Manipulative play equipment e.g. car and truck tyres, pipes, balls, lumber
Imaginative Area

Academic staff from the University of the Southern Philippines have also been
engaged to support the design, implementation and evaluation of the project.
They hope that with funding from AFFLIP they will be able to begin construction
by the end of June with a completion date of Dec 2017.
Once the project has been evaluated, AFFLIP will be in a position to learn from
what has taken place, and to initiate the program in other Talomo District
schools and indeed, to other schools elsewhere in the Philippines.

Schools Network
Bonifacio ES is a Network school with Adelaide’s Parkside Primary School and
the schools have a very productive partnership. Ronald, Nenita and Romeo
were able to visit Parkside during their Outdoor Learning visit late last year.
They spoke to a number of classes and staff and were given a guided tour of
the school. The schools have regular communication through email, Facebook
and blogs. They share newsletters, copies of student work, videos and other
learning materials.

Philippines Consul-General’s Gala Ball
Fund raising
On February 12, 2016 the Philippine Consul-General Mr Mark McBriarty hosted
a Gala Ball in the Ian McLachlan Room at the Adelaide Oval. The proceeds
from the evening were donated to AFFLIP.



 It was a highly successful event. After pre-dinner drinks, the South Australian
Governor, His Excellency Hieu Van Lee, opened the evening and welcomed
such distinguished guests as the Minister of Education, Hon Susan Close; the
Minister of Multicultural Affairs, Hon. Zoe Bettison;  the shadow Minister for
Transport, Mr David Pisoni, AFFLIP’s two Patrons, the Hon Greg Crafter and
the Hon Stephen Baker, and the 400 guests to the sell-out event. The MC for
the evening was radio personality, Mr Ian Henschke who smoothly supervised a
packed schedule, including Philippines dancers, a public auction conducted by
Geoff and Daniel Schell, a talk by AFFLIP Chairperson Professor Alan Reid,
Filipino singer Kissy and the popular band Smoke and Mirrors.

AFFLIP Chair Professor Alan Reid and Philippine Consul-General Mark McBriarty speaking at the Gala Ball 

The Events Management portfolio, led by Caroline Green, made a significant
contribution to the success of the event, organising the silent auction, band and
auctioneers; and Board member Trevor Tiller arranged a generous sponsorship
with Clare Valley Winemakers Inc.

 The money raised on the night will make a significant contribution to AFFLIP’s
education programs in the Talomo District for the 2016/17 year. We would like
to acknowledge and thank the Consul-General for his generous gesture in
donating the proceeds to AFFLIP.  AFFLIP would also like to acknowledge the
sponsorship of the night by the Clare Valley Winemakers Inc. which provided
the wonderful wines consumed during the evening. Their support was
significant and much appreciated.
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